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NEW COMMERCIAL DRIVER REQUIREMENT

'

Dear:

The RMV would like to inform you of a new federal rcq.uirement that every driver holding a
Commercial Driver’s License (CDL) will need to meet under 49 CFR 391.

As a,CDL holder you will need to inform the RMV of the type of commerce you operate within:
interstate or intrastate, and whether or not you are required to hold a medlcal certificate. Prov1dmg
us with this information is called self-certification,

If you are required to hold a medlcal éertlﬁcate or have an exemption from the federal government
or a state medical waiver, you will also need to provide the RMV with a copy of this paperwork;
on-line or in a branch office.

The RMV wants to help you come into compliance with this new federal law through a process we
hope is as seamless as possible.

{\s of January 30 !%2,912 you will be able self-certify either in a branch office ok onalineat
$§.0ov/imy). If you have a medical certificate, waiver or exemption it will be scanned and
stored Drivers self-certifying on-line will need to scan their own document for submission. Every

CDL driver will need to provide this information by January 30, 2014,

There are four (4) different self-certification categories you may fall into as a driver. The caiegory_
- you choose depends on whether you operate in interstate or intrastate commerce and whether or not
you are required to have a medical certificate or are exempt.

* Non-excepted Interstate (NI) —- You operate or expect.to operate in interstate coinmerce,
and are subject to meet federal qualification requirements and are required to obtain a
medical examiner’s certificate.

= Excepted Interstate (EI) — You operate or expect to operate in interstate commerce, but’
engage exclusively in transportation or operations that are excepted from all or parts of the
federal qualification requirements, and are therefore not requlred to obtain a medical
examinet’s certificate.

= Non-excepted Intrastate (NA) — You only operate in infrastate commerce and are subject
to State driver qualification requirements and are required to obtam a medical examiner’s
certificate. ‘
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Excepted Intrastate (EA) ~ You operate in intrastate commerce, but engage exclusively in
transportation or operations excepted from all or parts of the State driver quahﬁcatlon
requirements, and are therefore not required to obtain a medical examiner’s certificate

ssed to provide you with additional
: 1nf0rmat10n about the federal requirement, and help you in determmmg the self—ceruﬁcatlon ‘
category you should select.

Sincerely,

Rachel Kaprielian
Registrar

PO Box 55889 * Boston MA ¢ 02205
. ‘ Tel: {617] 351-4500 » TOD: 1-{877] 768-8833
Leading the:Nation I Transportation Excellence _ . Wwww.mass.gov/massdot



COMMERCIAL DRIVER LICENSE (CDL) SELF-CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENT

Effective lanuary 30, 2014, all commercial drivers will be required to seh‘-cerufy with the Massachusetts Department of
Transportation, RMV D|V|5|on, and provide a copy of their US DOT medical certlﬂcate, wawer or exemptron Seif-
cert|f|cat|on information can be provided through the RMV website or in- person at a RMV branch office begmnlng in
early 2012 Drivers who fail to prowde this mformatlon prior to the January 30, 2014 date will be downgraded to a Class
D hcense

Driver Responsibility

* Self-certify in the appropriate operator category;
* Provide a copy of your current medical certificate {if one is require er your self-certification category); and .
*» Provide a valid intrastate or interstate waiver/exemption, if ap ‘ '

Self-Certification Categories

Drivers should self-certify at the highest standard fo

standards but who have been granted a medical waiver by the
*ally W|th|n the borders of Massachusetts.

Excepted Intrastate (EA) — You op : rastate commerce, but engage exclusively in transportation or operations
excepted from all or parts of the State driver qualification requirements, and are therefore not required to obtain a
medical examiner’s certificate. '

"'Exahﬁpfe: City, municipal or's_tate employed CDL holdets, or beekeepers

Guidance for Category Selection

Drivers of commercial vehicles over 10,000 Ibs. must carry a valid US Department of Tran’sbortatibn (D.0.T.) approved
medical certificate. Also, drivers transporting 15 or more passengers or carrying placarded hazardous materials,
regardless of vehicle size, are required to carry a D O.T. medical certificate.



If you drive exclusively for a municipality or state agency you may or may. hot be ekempt from the federal qualification
requirement. Check with your employer prior to self-certification.

You are considered to be operatlng in mterstate commerce |f the property or passengers you are transportlng cross '
state lines elther before they were received, while being transported, or after the property or passengers have been
transferred. The transportatron «of the property or passengers may include transport by plane, train, or boat in addltion
to the,commercual motor vehicle, For example, if the origination and destination indicated on the bill of lading, when
one exists, are not in the same state, then the shipment is interstate.

It is also considered interstate commerce |f the property or passengers being transported will ever do any of the
followmg '

»  Cross state lines {including a place outside the United States
»  Move from the United States or a U.S. territory to a foreig;
= " Have origination and destination points within a State,<H

transport

your commercial driver license will be
e.a vehicle requiring a commercial driver

ter when your self-certification is due to expire. Failure

te or interstate waiver/exemption, if applicable, by the

eraté & vehicle requiring a commercial driver license. If your
iration date on record: ‘

ense which will be mailed to you; and

2) a$25.00 licen ‘ postadl:on your driving record to be collected at the time of your next
license transacti . ‘

thsioal Qualificati_ons

d*for no more than two years. Some medical conditions may require you to have

Medical examiner’s certificates are ve
a physical examination more frequently.

If you do not meet the vision or diabetes physical qualification standards, or have a loss or.impairment of limbs, you may
be able to satisfy alternative physical qualifications or qualify for an exemption with the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration (FMC_SA). Additional information can be found on the FMCSA website at www.fmcsa.dot.gov

If you do not meet the medical qualifications for commercial motor vehicle (CMV) interstate commercial operation, you
may qualify for an intrastate medjcal waiver through the Registty of Motor Vehicles. This waiver permits operation of a
CMV used in Massachusetts intrastate commerce on[y. For additional waiver information you may contact the MassbOT
- Moedical Affairs Division at {617) 351-9222.



"It is called self-certification because the driver, alone, neéds t6 de

_of the following:

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

guesti_ons‘ and Answers about the NEW Commercial Driver Requirement

| heard there is a new requirement for people who have a commercial driver’s license?

Yes, evetyone that holds a Commercial Driver’s License (CDL) will need to inform the RMV of the type of
commerce they operate within: interstate or intrastate; and whether or not they are required to hold a
medical certlflcate This notlflcatlon is called self-certification.

Those drivers required to have a DOT medical certificate, or have an exemption from the federal
government or a state medical waiver, will also need to prowde he RMV with a copy of this paperwork,
on-line or in a branch office.

Why is this new requirement called self-certification?

: e the self-certification category
they fall into based on their driving information.

When do 1 need to self-certify and provide the RMV with a copy of my med certificate, exemption or
waiver?

Yod have to self-certify and provid
beginning January 30, 2012 you will
will be made available pricr to the Jan I;

‘Will | still have to carry my medical certi

Ll o '
You will need to carry your medical certificat untﬁ‘fégg%y 30, 2014. After that date you will no
longer need to carry it. e o

What is thedi nce between Interstate and Ini te commaerce?

_ merce if the property or passengers you are
@5 elther before they were received, whlle being transported or after the

or boat in addltlon to the commercial motor vehlcle For example, if the
ed on the bill of lading, when one exists, are not in the same state, then

It is also con5|der

*  Cross state lines: Iudlng a place outside the United States)

»  Move from thé'United States or a U.S. territory to a foreign country, or vice versa

* Have origination and destination points within a State, but pass through another State or
foreign country during transport

If you are 18-21 years of age or if you have been issued a medical waiver because you do not meet the
federal physical qualifications to operate in mterstate commerce, you are limited to operating in
intrastate commerce.



" How many self-certification categories are there?

There are four {4) different categories you may fall into as a CDL driver. The category you choose depends
on whether you operate in interstate or intrastate commerce and whether or not you are required to
have a medlcal certificate or are exempt.

w .Non excepted Interstate (NI} — You operate or expect to operate in interstate commerce, and are
subject to meet federal qualification requirements (Title 49, Section 391.64} and are required to
obtain a medical examiner’s certificate.

» Excepted Interstate (El) — You operate or expect to operate in interstate commerce, but engage
exclusively in transportation or operations that are excepted from all or parts of the federal
qualification requarements and are therefore not required to obtain a medical exammer 5
certificate. :

* Non- excepted Intrastate (NA) - You only operate in intrastate commerce and are subject to State
driver qualification requirements and are reg uired to obtain a medical examiner’s certificate.

* Excepted Intrastate (EA) — You operate ind
transportation or operations excepte%%
requirements, and are therefore not r

tate commerce, but engage exclusively in
Wor parts of the State driver qualification
d to obtain a medical examiner’s certificate.

What if | don’t normally operate in interstate com

You should self-certify at the highest standard for which

~one you should select if you meet the criteria even if you cu ently do not consider yourself an interstate
driver, : A '

Can you provide an to¢:each of the categories?
Following are the t
Non-excepted Intersta

have been granted a feder
Evaluation)

'%5\ B, or C drivers who do not fall under any gther category or who
gﬁéte exemptlon or SPE-limb impairment (Skill- Performance

Excepted Interstate {El) - City, munjgcipal or state %% ‘ployed CDL holders or beekeepers

Non-excepted Intrastate (NA) - 18-21 s of age and have ak restrlctlon associated with their license to
operate..Drivers who do not meet the federal medical standards but who have been granted a medical
waiver by the Commonwealth to operate commercially within the borders of Massachusetts. '

Excepted Intrastate (EA) - City, municipal or state employed CDL holders, or heekeepers, age 18-21

How do | know if | need to have a DOT medical certificate?

To qualify for a Commercial Driver’s License (CDL) in Massachusetts you must pass a Department of
Transportation {DOT) medical examination. Medical examiner’s certificates are valid for no more than
-two years. Some medical conditions may require you to have a physical examination more frequentiy.

What if 1 do not meet the physical qualifications required?

If you do not meet the vision or diabetes physical qualification standards, or have a loss or impairment of
limbs, you may be able to satisfy alternative physical qualifications or qualify for an exemption with the
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Admlmstratlon (FMCSA). Additional information can be found on the FMCSA
website at www.fmcsa.dot.goy
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will provide the Exemption document for your certificat]

" What if | can’t meet the medical qualifications for interstate commercial operation?

If you do not meet the medical qualifications for commercial motor vehicle (CMV) interstate commercial
operation, you may qualify for an intrastate medical waiver thraugh the Registry of Motor Vehicles. This
waiver permits operation of a CMV used in Massachusetts intrastate commerce only. Intrastate medical
waiver applications and information may be accessed through the following link:
hitp://www.mass.gov/rmyv/forms/21156.pdf

Why did my employer tell me that | do not need to have a DOT medical certificate even though | drive a
commercial vehicle?

Most city, municipal and state employed commercial drivers are not required to obtain a medical
certificate. The same is true for beekeepers who operate com “gzgggl vehicles. However, this is only if
you drive exclusively for a municipality or state agency. In li i medical certificate, Massachusetts

requires you to submit an Exemption document for El o

What if | work for a city or state agency but also plow in the winter contractor in my town?
in this case you would need to have a medical certificate if you are operating’a commercial vehicle over
10,000 lbs. Also, drivers transporting 15 or more passengers or carrying placa led hazardous materials,

regardless of vehicle size, are required to carry a DOT medical certificate,

Yés, if you would like to keep your CDL n m?é’if scertify. Otherwise you may choose to downgrade to
a Class D license. Driver’s can not hold onto,the C g out self—certlfymg

Failure to provide your self-certification informa
one, byJanu?ryBO 2014 will result in the downg
receive n@’ﬂﬁ%}g ;he RMV reminding you to sel

and a copy of your medical certificate, if you require
g of your commercual drlver license (CDL). You will

How will | know whenln to re-certify?

After your initial self-certification you will receive a reminder letter when your self-certification is dueto .
expire. Notices will be sent to the address we have on record 90 days and 30 days prior to the expiration
date. If you do not re-certify by the expiration date you will no longer be authorized to operate a vehicle
requiring a commercial driver license {CDL).

You may also need to re-certify prior to the expiration date if the type of driving you conduct has
changed. For example, if you no longer drive in interstate commerce you will need to self-certify as one
of the two intrastate categories. '
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If I do not re~cér_tify what will happen?

If your updated information is not received within 60 days of the expiration date on record: _
1} the RMV will downgrade you to a Class D license which will be mailed to you; and
-2) a$25.00 license amendment fee will be posted on your driving record to be collected at the time
of your next Ilcense transaction.




